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Grammy and Tony Award Winning Jazz Vocalist 


Performs at the Cleveland Museum of Art on June 27 
“The most capable jazz singer of her generation.”’- Village Voice 


CLEVELAND (June 12, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) welcomes award-winning jazz vocalist, 
Dee Dee Bridgewater who will perform her interpretation of Kurt Weill’s Songbook on Friday, June 27, at 
7:30 p.m. in the museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

Admission for the performance is $28 and $25, $26 and $23 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Ms. Bridgewater’s performance will feature selections emanating from the lifework of legendary German 
composer Kurt Weill. Bridgewater’s interpretations breathe a new, exotic and sensual life into Weill’s 
masterpieces. Many of Weill’s songs are jazz standards that appeal to Bridgewater’s vocal range and theatrical side 
by lending themselves to dramatization in performance. 

Ms. Bridgewater was first introduced to Weill’s music through her Ella Fitzgerald repertory, including the 
perennial favorite “Mack the Knife” and the time-honored ballad “My Ship.” An invitation to perform at a 
centennial celebration for the composer in Poland opened her eyes to the breadth of his work. A hit performance of 
Weill’s songs at the 2000 Montreal Jazz Festival solidified her interest in recording the songbook. She released 
This is New, an interpretation of Weill’s songbook in August 2002 to critical acclaim. With her quintet, 
Bridgewater creates her own distinctive versions of Weill’s masterpieces. 

Her career has bridged many musical genres since her New York debut as the lead vocalist for the band 
led by Thad Jones and Mel Lewis, one of the premier jazz orchestras of the time. She has explored everything from 
jazz to big band to pop music during the past 30 years. Throughout the 1970s, she’s performed with such jazz 
greats as Dizzy Gillespie, Sonny Rollins, Dexter Gordon, and Max Roach. In 1974 she pursued a parallel career in 
musical theatre by taking on the role of Glinda the Good Witch in “The Wiz” on Broadway. She was able to sing 
and act her way into the hearts of her captive audiences and to a Tony Award for her remarkable performance. She 
later played Billy Holiday in “Lady Day” and was nominated for the prestigious London theater’s Laurence 


Olivier Award for “Best Actress in a Musical.” 
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Bridgewater has released 15 albums since 1974 and her last six have all received Grammy nominations. 
Her 1997 release of Dear Ella, a tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, won two Grammy Awards and received worldwide 
attention. She currently resides in the United States and hosts JazzSet, on National Public Radio. 

Kurt Weill (1900-1950) began his career in the early 1920's, after a musical childhood and several years of 
study in Berlin. By the time his first opera, The Protagonist (Georg Kaiser), was performed in April 1926, he was 
an established young German composer. But he had already decided to devote himself to the musical theater, and 
his works with Bertolt Brecht soon made him famous all over Europe. He fled the new Nazi leadership in March 
1933 and continued his indefatigable efforts, first in Paris (1933-35), then in the U.S. until his death. His most 
important works include: the Violin Concerto (1925), The Threepenny Opera (Bertolt Brecht, 1928), Rise and Fall 
of the City of Mahagonny (Brecht, 1930), The Pledge (Caspar Neher, 1932), The Seven Deadly Sins (Brecht, 1933), 
Lady in the Dark (Moss Hart and Ira Gershwin, 1941), Street Scene (Elmer Rice and Langston Hughes, 1947), and 
Lost in the Stars (Maxwell Anderson, 1949). He died of heart failure in 1950, shortly after he began work on a 
musical adaptation of Huckleberry Finn, leaving behind a large catalogue of works and a reputation that continues 
to grow as more of his music is performed. 

The next concert in the Carnevale series will be a performance by the nine-piece Cuban son ensemble 
Sierra Maestra on July 11 at 7:30 p.m. at CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. Founded by Juan de Marcos, the musical 
mastermind behind the Buena Vista Social Club, Sierra Maestra remains one of the finest groups of the modern era 
to perform in the exotic son style. Tickets are available for $22 and $19, CMA members $19 and $17 by calling 
(216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 


international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 





holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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